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Creating and Using a Secure Virtual Drive
A simple and effective way to store password protected data on your Mac is to use a secure
virtual drive. This looks just like a file, except when the icon is double-clicked to open it, a
password will be requested. If the correct password is entered then the file will mount the
virtual drive. This virtual drive can then be used like any other drive: files can be copied to and
from it, and files on it can be edited and saved. All the changes are saved back to the disk image
file (the .dmg file) and then the virtual drive can be unmounted.

Creating a Secure Virtual Drive
Choose Utilities from the Go menu in the Finder:
open Disk Utility:

The virtual drive is created using Disk Utility. This should be in your
Utilities
or, click on the Applications folder in a Finder
folder. To
window sidebar and then click on the Utilities folder:

Locate Disk Utility and double click it. It will open a window which looks like this:
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From the File menu choose New Image > Blank Image.
The following dialogue box will be presented:

This is where the file and virtual drive are configured:
Save As: Enter a name for the file
Where: Choose where to save the file. Like any file on your Mac you can move it to a different location later.
Name: Enter a name for the virtual drive. It can be the same or different as the file name.
Size: 100Mb is the default. Just highlight this and change it to the size you require.
In the Encryption menu choose 128-bit AES encryption.
The following dialogue box will be presented:
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Enter the password that you want to use for the virtual drive.
Click on Choose, then click on Save.
Disk Utility will create the image and mount the virtual drive on the DeskTop. Click on Done.
Quit Disk Utility.
To unmount (or eject) the virtual drive, just drag it to the Trash icon. You will see as soon as you start dragging the icon the Trash
changes to an Eject icon.

If you need any further assistance with secure virtual drives,
just call or email and we will see what we can do to help:
021-202-6512
rick@maconsite.co.nz
www.maconsite.co.nz

